
Bone of Song
Josh Ritter

Hello Starling
Words & Music by Josh Ritter
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Verse 1

Just where it know lies I can no long- er say
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I found it on a cold and No- vem- ber day
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 In the roots of a syc- a- more
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tree where it had hid so long
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 In a box made out of myr- tle lay the bone of song
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Verse 2

The bone of song
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was a jaw bone old and bruised
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 and worn out in the servi- ce of the muse
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and a- long its sides and teeth were writ- ten words
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 I ran my palm a- long them and
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Verse 3

The words on the bone of song were close and small
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 and though their tongues
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were dead I found I knew them all
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 in the hier- o- glyphs of quills and qua- train lines
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O- si- ris- the fall of Troy and Auld Lang Syne
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Verse 4

Then I saw on a white space that
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 a bless- ing writ- ten old- er than the rest
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here I care not for wealth or fame
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 I'll re- mem- ber your song but I'll for- get your name
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Verse 5

Then the bone was quiet it said no more to me
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 so I wrapped it
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in the rib- bons of a syc- a- more tree
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 and as night had come I turned a- round and head- ed
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with a light- ness in my step and a song in my bones
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