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"Aim to match the timbre of each note using the natrual timbre of one or the other."
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Welcome

Thank you for your interest in these flute pieces. They have 
been freely available online since 2004 and and now 
Transit Of Venus for solo flute and Transit Of Venus 2 
for flute duet being made available in print for the first 
time in this First Edition. The Transit Of Venus 3 for two 
solo flutes and flute choir is available separately as a score 
and a score with parts for licensing. A special hardback 
Limited Edition is also available to order. Signed and 
numbered with all the scores and a Compact Disc of the 
recorded pieces and PDFs of scores and parts as well as 
articles and information. For more information: e-mail 
johnwesleybarker@gmail.com

Programme Notes

The first solo flute study Transit of Venus for solo flute 
was improvised then composed in 2004 as the planet Venus 
slowly traversed the face of the Sun. While waiting for 
pupils to attend their lesson I was improvising on my flute. I 
had in mind some phrases by Pandit Hari Prasad 
Chaurasia, master of the bansuri (the Hindustani bamboo 
flute) - who I had heard in an all night Raga concert in 
Edinburgh a year or so before. In the improvisation, I was 
trying to play particular phrases which contained leaps 
while also playing between the notes open ‘c#’ to closed ‘d‘ 
to create an aural illusion of more than one part. Then I 
remembered a lesson with Professor David Cubbin,  my 
inspirational flute teacher in Adelaide from 1967 to 1970. 
He focussed my attention on a particular range of the flute’s 
timbre, namely - the ‘natural’ colour change that occurs 

when pivoting between these 2 pitches - the ‘open’ c# and 
the adjacent ‘closed’ d. 

David Cubbin asked me to play the notes slowly and to 
listen carefully to the timbre of each note and to then aim to 

!!
David CubbinTransit Exercise

flute " #
"Aim to match the timbre of each note using the natrual timbre of one or the other."

#$ % & #$ # %$ &

match timbre across the break, either by making the d 
sound like the c# or visa versa, while at the same time 
building resonant capacity and regular breath control by 
increased awareness and relaxation. After doing this 
exercise for a few minutes, I began to improvise phrases on 
the increased length of my breath cycles. Breaking off at 
intervals to write down and compose Transit Of Venus, as 
a study for solo flute.

Transit Of Venus 2 for flute duet was completed a few 
days after the solo piece at the request of friend and flautist 
Karen Thornton - who liked the solo study and suggested a 
duet version to play together.

I then made Transit Of Venus 3 by adding a spacious 
introduction and expanding some phrases. Scored for two 
solo flutes and flute choir comprising piccolo, 4 flutes, 2 
alto flutes and bass flute. This 3rd piece completes a series 
of pieces with a unifying theme suitable for a ‘flute 
convention’ or similar. From the solo study to the duet who 
then ‘guest’ in the 3rd piece with flute choir.

Level of Difficulty

The solo parts require smooth facility in the key of F# 
minor. Most of the phrases fit easily under the fingers on a 
Boehm flute. The 2nd flute part of Transit Of Venus 2 may 
be played on a flute with a low B. Intermediate to Advanced 
players, e.g. Associated Board Grade 8 for the solo parts.

In Transit Of Venus 3, which is dedicated to David 
Cubbin, the flute choir parts are written for a choir 
comprising players of ‘mixed’ ability. The 3rd choir flute 
part uses only one note - ‘open’ c# and may be played by a 
Beginner with Intermediate reading skills. The solo alto 
flute 1 may also be played by 4th flute making it possible to 
play with only one alto flute and one bass.

January 2013

Website: www.johnwesleybarker.co.uk
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Transit Of Venus for flute(s)

 by  John Wesley-Barker

Tra n s i t  O f  

Ve n u s  
! for flutes

Welcome!

Thanks for your interest in Transit Of Venus, a 

series of pieces for flutes. Soon after composing 

them in May and June 2004, the music was made  freely available to listen to 

with Scorch as well as MP3s, Windows Media & RealPlayer files. Also 

downloads as PDF to print, MIDI music files to download from the website at 

www.johnwesleybarker.co.uk and other locations.

Transit of Venus is now published under the Creative Commons License and 

available on compact disc as sound and data files published in October 2005, 

price £14.99 in the UK.

Image No.1

Programme Notes

The series of Transit Of Venus pieces were conceived in 

a pedagogical sense at an astronomical time. I was in a 

cold reverberant school practice room waiting for pupils 

as the planet Venus was crossing the face of the Sun.

I made use of this time by doing some practice,  deciding 

to visit an exercise introduced to me by Professor David 

Cubbin, my inspirational flute teacher in Adelaide from 

1967 to 1970. I remembered a lesson in which he was 

listening to my playing of a Marcel Moÿse Sonorité  

exercise and then he suggested I focus my attention on  a 

particular range of the  flute’s timbre. This was the colour 

change when pivoting between 2 pitches the ‘open’ c# 
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Transit Of Venus 2
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